NEWSLETTER

@From the Principal s

A h é F e b r T anany adults, this month means the winter
blahs, cabin fever and dreams of tropical vacations. The
children, however, are looking forward with anticipation and
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De s k

There are now three copies of hiskan the school; it is my

hope that each and every one of you will read it! Trevor Eissler
manages to be informative, realistic and humorous at the same
time. Two copies have already been signed out; please leave

excitement to Valentinebds Day yaurmhmae imtee office If yuwouldkktdborrow a copy ltoy
Party! Thisis both afufiledfami | 'y evening, anrdad.t he school 6s
biggest fundraiser.

In addition to explaining Mon
The magician and DJ are booked, and other preparations are environmento and fAsensitive p

well underway. The sign up sheets are filling up; please have a
look to see if you can help with any empty spots. The format of
themealhas hanged over the years.

some of the concerns parents may have about this method of
education: t he per (ehomesvark, | ac
afidmo tests)y fer @xar@pte. lovouhdiné very ieterested to hear

decided to combine potluck items wightréed r o m Z ar k y 6y®ur opinions after reading the book!

TheB. family is helping us to go green by once again
generously providing all the dishes and silverware for the meal.

Please remember thawery family is expected to provide an

item for the Silent Auction again this year. To ensure that it is
entered in the Event Catalogue, the office must have it by

this Friday (Feb. 5). If you need ideas about how to proceed,
ask at the office. Manyfgou have brought in your

contribution already thank you. We are also looking for
bottles of wine, small prizes
the classroom raffle baskets.

We had a good turnout for the Elementary and Casa Workshop
last month. Tis evening is a highlight for the children. They
are so proud to demonstrate their work to adults. If you missed
this event, remember that you do have a chance to observe in
your childés classroom; sign
welcome to obseprin the elementary classrodnjust speak to
Mrs. Barbara.

We were pleased with the number of staff and parents who

Registration packages have now been sent home. Of course we
know that a number of you will not be returning next year.

Many of our thirdyear casa students will be starting grade one

in another school. Plans change, and other families may decide
to leave for different reasons. We would appreciate knowing
your decision as soon as possible, to help us plan for next year.

When and how yotell your children that they are moving to
anather sehdol id, af coerse,fup to goa, e Isvpuldaautibn yiou e
to think carefully about your approach.

Why?

It happens every year about this time. Even before registration
packages are sent home, the buzgihs. Though expressed

unpost stiorgly anwngdhe eempntasy thildden, the axietyamde

uncertainty is everywhere, and it can affect a whole class. Often
children go through a period where they find it hard to focus on
their work, or feel that what they atleing here is no longer
important, because they will be leaving. Elsewhere in this

attended the Trevor Eissler evening on January 25 at the Dundas newsletter you will find an article recopied from Humberside

Vall ey Montessori S Mdntessdri.
Prepared for Lfe. Trevor is a parent whose three children
attend a Montessori school in Texas. He is so passionate about
what he has observed
wrote a book calletontessori Madness: A Parent to Parent
Argument for Montessoridtication He uses examples from

his experiences as a father, an airplane pilot, and a flight
instructor among others, to illustrate that the Montessori method
is a wonderful way to prepare

happening

T r eMootes$os School phat addresaes this issue, as well as the

challenges posed by leaving nigcle. We invite gur
comments, opinions and suggestions.

in his childrenés school
Springwilr et urnéand meanwhil e,
Family Party to look forward to! We encourage you to invite
family and friends to this eveintthere is something for
everyone to enjoy.
children for #fAreal

Happy VabDagnYi neds
Sue Rekulpaka
Principal

t ha
we

l'i feo.


http://www.waterdownmontessori.com/

February Birthdays

Sophieturned 4 on February 3.
Colewill be 6 on February 6.
Miah will be 4 on February 16.
Nicholaswill be 4 on February 17.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL OF YOU!

NEW STUDENT

We would like to welcomélicholasand his family
to the school. Nicholas is in Mrs. Phyllis and Mrs.
Judyods cl ass.

NEW ARRIVAL

Adam arrived safe and sound on Friday, January 8,
weighing 8 pounds 1 ounce. Noah is nobig
brother. Congratulations tdom and Dagand
welcome, Adam.

P.D. Day

The school will be closed on Friday, February 19.
Teachers will be observing in other schools, or
working in the building.

Income Tax Receipts
Receipts will be sent homeishmonth. Please file
yours in a safe place.

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR
SEPTEMBER 2010 IS UNDERWAY.

Valentines Cards Reminder

Children are welcome to bring cards for their
classmates should they wish to do so. You are
encouraged to have your childite his or her name
on each card, but please wat write the names of
classmates on each one.

WHY NOT? Wel | | becauseé

= 400 cardsfor each casa teacher to sort and put into
backpacks.

Val enti neds Pdr

The dateofouannual Valentinel0os
approaching. Tickets are on sale now. The final
preparations are underway. The classroom theme
baskets are starting t
brought in a donation, please consider doing so.
Have a look at what lsecome in already to inspire
you! In a week or so, a team of parents will
transform them into elegant, enticing packages, ready
for the big night. We are also looking for donationg
of wine for our wine raffle, and items for the Silent
Auction.
Y

We encouwage you to invite extended family and
friends! Please note that you are welcome to sign
out raffle tickets to sell outside the school.

O

NEW THI S YEARE
We had so many people buy their tickets at the dgor
last year that we had to scramble to find extréetab
and chairs. To try to avoid a repetition of this
scenario, the committee decided that there would pe a
slight increase in price for tickets sold at the door.

Children $10, Adults $15
Children $12, Adults $18

Advance Tickets:
At the Door:

SUMMER CAMPS!

Emily and Meredith Kulpaka will be back again
this summer ! This year 6
two weeks following the end of school:

June 14" 7 18" andJune 2F'7 25M.
June camp is open to all WMS students.

Summer camps Wirun for the majority of the weeks
in July and August-riends from outside the school
are welcome!

T,hii s r 6s and, mo
v%ll e aQ/an ble Igtér?n?he ﬁ(lont‘r?‘l Qf yoﬁ ﬁ‘a(/edaﬁy

qguestions, pl eas e Mdadamed t

Sue.




When Completing the 3-year Cycle Is Not Possible

(From the Humberside Montessori School website)

It does happen that some children must leave our classes
mid-cycle. When this mid-cycle change occurs it is very
important for the parents to inform the teacher and school
as early as possible about the upcoming change.

If a child is going to be moving mid-cycle into a traditional
school, be it public or private, the changes for the child will
be significant. The child will be moving out of the
Montessori environment and into a very different one. As
Montessori teachers we will prepare the child as much as
possible for this transition. As soon as the teacher knows
the child will not return the following year then
preparations will be made to begin providing the child with
more traditionally based work where appropriate.

We need to understand that the child will have a more
challenging transition whenever we make a mid-cycle
change. The reason for this is that the Montessori
curriculum is a continuum of two 3-year cycles. A child
who is removed part way through will have areas in which
she is advanced compared to traditional education and
areas where the
different. For example, she may not have covered the
history of Ontario, but knows much more about the world.
Montessori curriculum meets or exceeds traditional
standards when children stay for the full 3 years.

An important issue that arises for parents with
transitioning children is:

When and how do | tell my child that he will not be
returning next year? Parents have the best of intentions
when, well before the year ends, they tell their child that
he is leaving. However, this creates unnecessary
challenges for everyone. Parents may consider the
following when a mid-cycle transition is necessary.

As teachers we are all too familiar with the consequences
when children know before the end of the year, that they
are leaving a class community. The child may disengage
from the community and then everyone struggles. The

di sengagement may take the
dondt care any mor e
child must protect himself emotionally for the inevitable
separation. Even if the child does not outwardly say he
has disengaged, his behaviour will. Classmates may even
withdraw from this child. This is a phenomenon that is
very hard to reverse once started. The elementary
children invest so much of their trust, love and energy into
their class communities. Children at this age are not
prepared emotionally to handle separation the way adults
can.

O6prescribed

b ec alaes e

1

If at all possible it is best to allow a child to complete or
nearly complete their school year before becoming aware
of their premature departure from the class. When the
time comes for the child to know that they will not be
completing the 3-year cycle, all the opportunities for
saying good-bye will be possible in the last week or two of
school. As the year is wrapping up all the students are
saying their summer good-byes and it is a natural time for
the closure.

Children who have spent three full years together build a
strong bond i 6 mismoic i &lrough their experiences
they have the gift of having been the youngest child with
so many new and exciting challenges and the many older
classmates willing to help them. They will have enjoyed
being the middle child and have been able to practice
what they learned in their first year. They will even now
have the opportunity to help the new first year children.
As adults we will have seen their confidence grow. Then
having spent a third and final year in the community, they
have been leaders. They are well prepared academically
and emotionally for the next step in their education i that
of a 4" year or middle-school student. We know that our
graduates will leave strong and with a wonderful sense of
self-confidence and the knowledge that they are self-
directed, life-long learners.

Parent Observations

Curious about what your child does in the classreach

day? Now is your chance to find out. Parents have the
opportunity to observe in =
half an hour.

If you have not already done so, please add your name to
the sign up sheet outside
the office to arrange an observation time.

When your turn comes, you will be asked to sit quietly in
a designated area, and watch the activities in the
classroom. Please note that this is NOT a time for
discussion with teachers. They will continue ds\fas a
regular day. Of course, the very fact that there is a parent
in the room affects the children, but this is the closest we
can come to letting you se
runs. It is very possible that you will have questions,
comments andueries. You are welcome to jot down
notes at the time to leave with the teacher, or to arrange a
mutually convenient time to talk later.

Anyone who is interested in observing the elementary
class is welcome to do so. Mrs. Barbara has extended an
invitation to all parents in the school. Please speak to her
or call the office if you are interested.



Montessori Moments

A four-yearold girl brought a classmate to the office

one morning. She explained that she needed an ice C'est 'une famille de neige

pack for her friend becaubee had Al ost hi § Ilya Unpapa une maman une
over someone! petite Seur unegrande sceur et
Earlier this month | was quizzing a child about the un 'bébé
new baby in their house. | should have known better,
but asked one of those inane questions adults tend to ‘
ask: AWho came to your hol A
momentad gl eefully announced, : «.. /’
silly questioné w vpo) ‘

.."‘./\”‘f\/// ‘
Casa French N 5~

e

0
Learning French can be made easier and more fun A q'ffr 2 i
when using a variety of activities that are age { o
appropriate and interesting. During the past weeks | Y

we have been learning the names aifreats using
posters, figures and magnets. We continue to do the
alphabet, colours, and numbers as well as calendar
and songs. We have also done work with picture Max, age 6
cards and storybooks as a way to facilitate the
learning of new vocabulary. We will bealeming a
new Valentine song in addit
fait de | dexerciseo. It i S
the children are and always anxious to learn more.

- I bamu e
Voici le papa - porte une |, .

tuque . 7] est fort et grand.
Please feel free to pick up a copy of the
January/February program available in thherieh
room.

-

Madame Grace

Elementary French

p—_—

We took advantage of tltmme day conditions were
right, and went outside to make a family of snowmen.
| took pictures (of course) and the children
brainstormed to make sentences describing them.
Later on | pinted the words (in random order) on the
computer. Each student chose one member of the
family. They were then given the relevant group of
words to cut out and arrange into sentences. They
glued them on a page and illustrated their snowman.
Some of tle finished products follow.

Ethan, age 7

Madame Sue



Voici la maman -
Elle porte un [chapeau [ot
une €charpe .

Elle_r est grande.

Elle st sympa., . !
Elle a un petit bébé ,
Le bébé porte une tuque.

Voici Ia
Elle

Elle a

violet

Elle a

porte une

une écharpe

Un bouron et bleu
CSt  rose et o

Elle a

C'est  une

Elle .

seur
tuque
et Jes2aNts

grande

trois boutons
bouton |

un
bouton es;

orange

carotte
neige

trois boules de

rit

Sophia, age 7

g
Voici le  Papa
1 porte une
m o est rand

k4

tuque .

[
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Matteen, age 6

Voici un enfant .
Elle porte une tuque verte 3

Elle ;;orte des mitaines .
Elle trois boutons .

a
Elle a un nez. .
orange .

(’est Une carotte
Elle est yn bonhomme de

neige V.

Hannah, age 6

Meagan, age 8




News from Mrs. Phyllis and Mrs. Judy

We had fun learning about transportation. People get
around in so many different and exciting ways. The
children drew some of their favourites.

Mrs. Phyllis




News from Ms. Wyn and Mrs. Julie

Language and Peers

In the Casa classroom, the children learn from, and
support each other. Nén working with the

Sandpaper Letters, once a child learns the phonetic
sounds, the beginning sound of an object is matched
to the corresponding letter. Should a child match
incorrectly, we question him. For example, if a child
pl aces a ® k k
cat is on Omdmawe oa Dk,
O0bd Albeg?dafoawhen a chi
the |l etter o60f6& one dayé.
two! Before | had a chance to respond, an older child
posed the gestion in the same manner the teachers
do. The duck was moved
awkwardness on my part.

In another instance a child was struggling to read a
story with a number of

silent O6ed) an aswhge)ehp dnd
does. Each time she read a page correctly, one of the
boys in the c¢class, whood
would clap his hands and

P

Ah, Montessori as 1 tds m

much better than that.

Ms. Wyn

Newsf r om Mr s . Barbarabds ClI

This month the elementary students chose some
pieces of work they wanted to share.
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Isla, age 6
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Kiveli, age 9

After learning about the different types of lines, the
first year students were asked to drawecty in their
environment that showed examples of each. This is

one chil dbébs observations
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Max, age 6



January 21, 2010

Waterdown Montessori School
1921 Snake Rd
Burlington ON L7P 4Y2

Dear Boys & Girls:

Well Done, Boys & Girls! Thank you for your generous gift to buy 14 bedkits for 14
needy children! It is hard to believe that there are kids, just like you and younger, who
sleep each night on the ground — without even a blanket! These kids will feel happy and
hopeful to know that kids who don’t even know them, still care about them.

A doctor explained to us that a shivering child uses up the energy required to rebuild his
body. So a warm bedkit helps the kids to be healthier and well rested. In some countries
we also give school uniforms and other items such as school supplies and mosquito nets
to prevent malaria. These are included with the bedkits. Every dollar means so much!
Hopefully in the pictures that will be sent later, you will see big happy smiles for your
kindness in sending these bedkit gifts.

Enclosed you will find your receipt and a newsletter from the Philippine distribution.
Earlier, in 2004, a volunteer team in Bangladesh had some time to visit the home of a
child who had received a bedkit 4 years before then. There it was — spread out and well
used. The bedkit occupied a good part of the floor space in the family’s tiny home — |
expect that several kiddies used it for their bed.

All administration costs are covered by an investment trust bequeathed by Murray
Dryden. This means that all the money contributed goes to the bedkits for the children.
Murray’s motto is a quote from the Bible “With God, nothing is impossible”, and his
dream of distributing bedkits and school uniforms to kids that don’t have them has
become possible. Your kindness and sharing is the miracle.

Peace and Joy to all of you and happy school days too,

f%%a/dwﬁ?

Sue Theakston
SCAW Volunteer

28 Pinehurst Crescent, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9A 3A5  Phone:(416) 231-1841 Toll free: 1-866-321-1841
Fax:(416) 231-0120 €-mall: info®@scaw.org Web: www.scaw.org
“There is nothing more peaceful than a sleeping child.”




by Tim Seldin

The economy is in the dumps, you’re

worried about money, and you've got a child

in Montessori. It's reenrollment time, and,
like millions of parents just like you, you're
going to have to decide what to do next
year. Now what?

If you've hit the wall and simply cannot
afford next year's tuition, you might want
to check to see if the school can lend you a
hand. You might also ask the children’s

grandparents to see if they are in a position
to help. More and more often, grandparents

play a major role in helping their children
with tuition.

But for many of us, the issue may not be so
much if we can afford to continue to pay
the cost of tuition; instead, we may have
concern about what the future may bring
and a sense that now may be the time to
move on.

It’s no secret that I'm a died-in-the-wool,
true-blue Montessori fan, but you've got to
make an important decision. So how can |
help?

I can encourage you to ask yourself three
questions:

The first is: Why did you choose
Montessori for your children in the first
place, and has your thought process
changed over time?

My second question for you is: What have
you been hoping to see your children take
away from their years in Montessori, and
how important are those outcomes?

And finally, I encourage you to ask yourself:
How important do you feel the next few
years in your children’s education will be?
How might they benefit if you are willing
and able to stay the course, and what may
be lost if you can’t?

Benjamin Franklin wrote thdt an
investment in education pays the best
dividends. Centuries later, most people
would still agree with him.

Every year is precious, and however our
children are treated and taught by us at
home, in school, and on the playground by
their peers, will have tremendous influence
on their future,
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