
 WATERDOWN MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

  

 1921 SNAKE ROAD, BURLINGTON  L7P 4Y2 

 
        www.waterdownmontessori.com 
 

  N E W S L E T T E R    F E B R U A R Y    2 0 1 0 
 

 From the Principalôs Desk 
 

AhéFebruary.  To many adults, this month means the winter 

blahs, cabin fever and dreams of tropical vacations.  The 

children, however, are looking forward with anticipation and 

excitement to Valentineôs Day and the Valentineôs Family 

Party!  This is both a fun-filled family evening, and the schoolôs 

biggest fundraiser.   

 

The magician and DJ are booked, and other preparations are 

well underway.  The sign up sheets are filling up; please have a 

look to see if you can help with any empty spots.  The format of 

the meal has changed over the years.  This yearôs committee 

decided to combine potluck items with entrées from Zarkyôs. 

The B. family is helping us to go green by once again 

generously providing all the dishes and silverware for the meal.  

 

Please remember that every family is expected to provide an 

item for the Silent Auction again this year.  To ensure that it is 

entered in the Event Catalogue, the office must have it by  

this Friday (Feb. 5).  If you need ideas about how to proceed, 

ask at the office.  Many of you have brought in your 

contribution already ï thank you.  We are also looking for 

bottles of wine, small prizes for childrenôs games, and items for 

the classroom raffle baskets. 

 

We had a good turnout for the Elementary and Casa Workshop 

last month.  This evening is a highlight for the children.  They 

are so proud to demonstrate their work to adults.  If you missed 

this event, remember that you do have a chance to observe in 

your childôs classroom; sign up sheets are posted.  Anyone is 

welcome to observe in the elementary classroom ï just speak to 

Mrs. Barbara. 

 

We were pleased with the number of staff and parents who 

attended the Trevor Eissler evening on January 25 at the Dundas 

Valley Montessori School.  Trevorôs topic was Montessori:  

Prepared for Life. Trevor is a parent whose three children 

attend a Montessori school in Texas. He is so passionate about 

what he has observed happening in his childrenôs school that he 

wrote a book called Montessori Madness:  A Parent to Parent 

Argument for Montessori Education.  He uses examples from 

his experiences as a father, an airplane pilot, and a flight 

instructor among others, to illustrate that the Montessori method 

is a wonderful way to prepare children for ñreal lifeò.   

 

 

There are now three copies of his book in the school; it is my 

hope that each and every one of you will read it!  Trevor Eissler 

manages to be informative, realistic and humorous at the same 

time.  Two copies have already been signed out; please leave 

your name in the office if you would like to borrow a copy to 

read.  

 

In addition to explaining Montessori terms like ñprepared 

environmentò and ñsensitive periodsò, the book also addresses 

some of the concerns parents may have about this method of 

education:  the perceived lack of ñassessmentò (no homework, 

and no tests), for example.  I would be very interested to hear 

your opinions after reading the book! 

 

Registration packages have now been sent home.  Of course we 

know that a number of you will not be returning next year.  

Many of our third year casa students will be starting grade one 

in another school.  Plans change, and other families may decide 

to leave for different reasons.  We would appreciate knowing 

your decision as soon as possible, to help us plan for next year.  

 

When and how you tell your children that they are moving to 

another school is, of course, up to you, but I would caution you 

to think carefully about your approach. 

 

Why?   

 

It happens every year about this time.  Even before registration 

packages are sent home, the buzz begins. Though expressed 

most strongly among the elementary children, the anxiety and 

uncertainty is everywhere, and it can affect a whole class.  Often 

children go through a period where they find it hard to focus on 

their work, or feel that what they are doing here is no longer 

important, because they will be leaving.  Elsewhere in this 

newsletter you will find an article recopied from Humberside 

Montessori School that addresses this issue, as well as the 

challenges posed by leaving mid-cycle.  We invite your 

comments, opinions and suggestions. 

 

Spring will  returnéand meanwhile, we have the Valentineôs 

Family Party to look forward to!  We encourage you to invite 

family and friends to this event ï there is something for 

everyone to enjoy. 
 

Happy Valentineôs Day!   Y 
Sue Reid-Kulpaka 

Principal 

 

 

http://www.waterdownmontessori.com/


 

 

February Birthdays 

 

Sophie turned 4 on February 3. 

Cole will be 6 on February 6. 

Miah will be 4 on February 16. 

Nicholas will be 4 on February 17. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL OF YOU! 

 

NEW STUDENT 
We would like to welcome Nicholas and his family 

to the school.  Nicholas is in Mrs. Phyllis and Mrs. 

Judyôs class. 

 

NEW ARRIVAL  

Adam arrived safe and sound on Friday, January 8, 

weighing 8 pounds 1 ounce.  Noah is now a big 

brother. Congratulations to Mom and Dad, and 

welcome, Adam. 

 

P.D. Day 
The school will be closed on Friday, February 19.  

Teachers will be observing in other schools, or 

working in the building. 

 
Income Tax Receipts 

Receipts will be sent home this month.  Please file 

yours in a safe place. 

 

 
 

EARLY REGISTRATION FOR 

SEPTEMBER 2010 IS UNDERWAY.      

 

 

 
Valentines Cards Reminder 

Children are welcome to bring cards for their 

classmates should they wish to do so.  You are 

encouraged to have your child write his or her name 

on each card, but please do not write the names of 

classmates on each one.   

 

WHY NOT?  Well, becauseé 20 children x 20 cards 

= 400 cards for each casa teacher to sort and put into 

backpacks. 

Y 
 

 

 
 

Valentineôs Party 
 

The date of our annual Valentineôs Party is fast 

approaching.  Tickets are on sale now.  The final 

preparations are underway.  The classroom theme 

baskets are starting to fill up.  If you havenôt yet 

brought in a donation, please consider doing so.  

Have a look at what has come in already to inspire 

you!  In a week or so, a team of parents will 

transform them into elegant, enticing packages, ready 

for the big night. We are also looking for donations 

of wine for our wine raffle, and items for the Silent 

Auction. 

Y 
 

We encourage you to invite extended family and 

friends!  Please note that you are welcome to sign 

out raffle tickets to sell outside the school. 
 

NEW THIS YEARé 

We had so many people buy their tickets at the door 

last year that we had to scramble to find extra tables 

and chairs.  To try to avoid a repetition of this 

scenario, the committee decided that there would be a 

slight increase in price for tickets sold at the door. 

 

Advance Tickets: Children $10, Adults $15 

At the Door:              Children $12, Adults $18    
 

 

SUMMER CAMPS!  

 

Emily and Meredith Kulpaka will be back again 

this summer!  This yearôs June camp will run for the 

two weeks following the end of school:  

June 14
th

 ï 18
th

 and June 21
st
 ï 25

th
. 

June camp is open to all WMS students.   

 

Summer camps will run for the majority of the weeks 

in July and August. Friends from outside the school 

are welcome!   

 

This yearôs dates and more information on all camps 

will be available later in the month. If you have any 

questions, please donôt hesitate to speak to Madame 

Sue. 

      

 

 

 

 



 

 
When Completing the 3-year Cycle Is Not Possible 
 
(From the Humberside Montessori School website) 

 

It does happen that some children must leave our classes 
mid-cycle.  When this mid-cycle change occurs it is very 
important for the parents to inform the teacher and school 
as early as possible about the upcoming change. 
 
If a child is going to be moving mid-cycle into a traditional 
school, be it public or private, the changes for the child will 
be significant.  The child will be moving out of the 
Montessori environment and into a very different one.  As 
Montessori teachers we will prepare the child as much as 
possible for this transition.  As soon as the teacher knows 
the child will not return the following year then 
preparations will be made to begin providing the child with 
more traditionally based work where appropriate. 
 
We need to understand that the child will have a more 
challenging transition whenever we make a mid-cycle 
change.  The reason for this is that the Montessori 
curriculum is a continuum of two 3-year cycles.  A child 
who is removed part way through will have areas in which 
she is advanced compared to traditional education and 
areas where the óprescribed learning outcomesô are simply 
different.  For example, she may not have covered the 
history of Ontario, but knows much more about the world.  
Montessori curriculum meets or exceeds traditional 
standards when children stay for the full 3 years. 

 

An important issue that arises for parents with 
transitioning children is: 
When and how do I tell my child that he will not be 
returning next year? Parents have the best of intentions 
when, well before the year ends, they tell their child that 
he is leaving. However, this creates unnecessary 
challenges for everyone.  Parents may consider the 
following when a mid-cycle transition is necessary. 

 

As teachers we are all too familiar with the consequences 
when children know before the end of the year, that they 
are leaving a class community.  The child may disengage 
from the community and then everyone struggles. The 
disengagement may take the form of the child saying, ñI 
donôt care any more because I am leaving anywayò.  The 
child must protect himself emotionally for the inevitable 
separation.  Even if the child does not outwardly say he 
has disengaged, his behaviour will. Classmates may even 
withdraw from this child.  This is a phenomenon that is 
very hard to reverse once started.  The elementary 
children invest so much of their trust, love and energy into 
their class communities.  Children at this age are not 
prepared emotionally to handle separation the way adults 
can. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If at all possible it is best to allow a child to complete or 
nearly complete their school year before becoming aware 
of their premature departure from the class.  When the 
time comes for the child to know that they will not be 
completing the 3-year cycle, all the opportunities for 
saying good-bye will be possible in the last week or two of 
school.  As the year is wrapping up all the students are 
saying their summer good-byes and it is a natural time for 
the closure. 

 

Children who have spent three full years together build a 
strong bond ï ómini-societyô.  Through their experiences 
they have the gift of having been the youngest child with 
so many new and exciting challenges and the many older 
classmates willing to help them.  They will have enjoyed 
being the middle child and have been able to practice 
what they learned in their first year.  They will even now 
have the opportunity to help the new first year children.  
As adults we will have seen their confidence grow.  Then 
having spent a third and final year in the community, they 
have been leaders.  They are well prepared academically 
and emotionally for the next step in their education ï that 
of a 4

th
 year or middle-school student.  We know that our 

graduates will leave strong and with a wonderful sense of 
self-confidence and the knowledge that they are self-
directed, life-long learners.  

 

 
Parent Observations 

 

Curious about what your child does in the classroom each 

day?  Now is your chance to find out.  Parents have the 

opportunity to observe in their childôs classroom for about 

half an hour. 

 

If you have not already done so, please add your name to 

the sign up sheet outside your childôs classroom, or call 

the office to arrange an observation time.   

 

When your turn comes, you will be asked to sit quietly in 

a designated area, and watch the activities in the 

classroom.  Please note that this is NOT a time for 

discussion with teachers.  They will continue as if it was a 

regular day.  Of course, the very fact that there is a parent 

in the room affects the children, but this is the closest we 

can come to letting you see how your childôs classroom 

runs.  It is very possible that you will have questions, 

comments and queries.  You are welcome to jot down 

notes at the time to leave with the teacher, or to arrange a 

mutually convenient time to talk later. 

 

Anyone who is interested in observing the elementary 

class is welcome to do so.   Mrs. Barbara has extended an 

invitation to all parents in the school.  Please speak to her 

or call the office if you are interested. 



 

 

Montessori Moments  

 

A four-year-old girl brought a classmate to the office 

one morning.  She explained that she needed an ice 

pack for her friend because he had ñlost his balanceò 

over someone! 

 

Earlier this month I was quizzing a child about the 

new baby in their house.  I should have known better, 

but asked one of those inane questions adults tend to 

ask:  ñWho came to your house?ò  He thought a 

moment and gleefully announced, ñSANTA!ò  Ask a 

silly questioné  

 

Casa French 

 

Learning French can be made easier and more fun 

when using a variety of activities that are age 

appropriate and interesting.  During the past weeks 

we have been learning the names of animals using   

posters, figures and magnets.  We continue to do the 

alphabet, colours, and numbers as well as calendar 

and songs.  We have also done work with picture 

cards and storybooks as a way to facilitate the 

learning of new vocabulary.  We will be learning a 

new Valentine song in addition to the song ñSamuel 

fait de lôexerciseò.  It is so nice to see how ambitious 

the children are and always anxious to learn more.   

 

Please feel free to pick up a copy of the 

January/February program available in the French 

room.  

 

Madame Grace 

 

Elementary French 

 

We took advantage of the one day conditions were 

right, and went outside to make a family of snowmen.  

I took pictures (of course) and the children 

brainstormed to make sentences describing them.  

Later on I printed the words (in random order) on the 

computer.  Each student chose one member of the 

family.   They were then given the relevant group of 

words to cut out and arrange into sentences. They 

glued them on a page and illustrated their snowman.  

Some of the finished products follow. 

 

Madame Sue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Max, age 6 

 
 

 
Ethan, age 7 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Sophia, age 7 

 

 
Matteen, age 6 

 
 

 

 
Hannah, age 6 

 
Meagan, age 8 

 



 

 

 
News from Mrs. Phyllis and Mrs. Judy 

 

We had fun learning about transportation.  People get 

around in so many different and exciting ways.  The 

children drew some of their favourites. 

 

Mrs. Phyllis 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



News from Ms. Wyn and Mrs. Julie 

 

Language and Peers 

In the Casa classroom, the children learn from, and 

support each other. When working with the 

Sandpaper Letters, once a child learns the phonetic 

sounds, the beginning sound of an object is matched 

to the corresponding letter.  Should a child match 

incorrectly, we question him.  For example, if a child 

places a lock on ódô we ask, ñIs that a dock?ò or if a 

cat is on ómô we ask, ñIs that a mat?ò or a frog on a 

óbô ñIs that a bog?ò So when a child placed a duck on 

the letter ófô one dayé.I hesitated for a moment or 

two! Before I had a chance to respond, an older child 

posed the question in the same manner the teachers 

do.  The duck was moved to ódô without any fuss or 

awkwardness on my part. 

 

In another instance a child was struggling to read a 

story with a number of phonograms (i.e. óshô, óeaô, 

silent óeô) and ópuzzle wordsô such as where, who and 

does.  Each time she read a page correctly, one of the 

boys in the class, whoôd read the book previously, 

would clap his hands and say, ñBravo!ò   

 

Ah, Montessori as itôs meant to be.  It does not get 

much better than that. 

 

Ms. Wyn 

 

News from Mrs. Barbaraôs Class 

 

This month the elementary students chose some 

pieces of work they wanted to share. 

 

 
Isla, age 6 

 
Hannah, age 6 

 
Kiveli, age 9 

 

After learning about the different types of lines, the 

first year students were asked to draw objects in their 

environment that showed examples of each.  This is 

one childôs observations. 

 
Max, age 6 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 




